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ninety-nine girlfriends
COLLECTIVE GIVING FOR IMPACT:  PORTLAND & SW WASHINGTON

Dear ninety-nine girlfriends,

We are thrilled to present the ninety-nine girlfriends Impact Award Finalists for 2020! This year it is our 
privilege to award $525,000 in grants plus an additional $7,500 in support! Read on to learn more.

Because of the power of our collective contributions, we will be able to positively impact organizations 
working in the fields of Arts & Culture, Education & Lifelong Learning, Environment & Sustainability, 
Family & Human Services, and Health & Wellness through unrestricted grants.

From May through August, 60 girlfriends have reviewed narrative and financial information that began 
with 233 short applications, narrowed down to 20 semifinalists, and then to 15 finalists. We reimagined 
our process to lighten the load for applying nonprofits, changing to a one-step application process with 
fewer questions and financial documents. This put the onus on our committed Grant Review Teams to 
do more research before putting forth their semifinalists. Between the Grant Review Teams and the 
Financial Review Team, each application was reviewed by at least 8 people with relevant expertise and 
interest, so you can cast your vote knowing that your peers are offering you excellent choices, each with 
demonstrated capacity to manage a $50,000 Impact Award. 

Our grantmaking goal for this year is to provide support to nonprofits as they respond to the challenges 
created or exacerbated by the COVID-19 crisis, with special emphasis on efforts to benefit people affected 
by inequity due to discrimination or exclusion. As a reflection of our values and the respect that we have 
for the nonprofits in our community, each organization that made it as far as the semifinalist round will 
receive funding of some sort. Each of the top 10 vote getters (a guaranteed minimum of one per focus 
area) will receive a $50,000 Impact Award. The remaining five will each receive $5,000 Finalist Awards. 
In addition, the semifinalists that did not make it to the finalist round will each receive a $1,500 check.

While many members have volunteered their time and talent this year to ninety-nine girlfriends, there 
are only two things that each of us promises: to make our financial contribution and to vote. You’ve 
made your contribution and now it’s time to vote. We want to hear from all 505 of you through your ballots! 
An important reminder to not lobby other members. Your vote is a personal choice. Ninety-nine girlfriends is 
committed to parity: one woman, one contribution, one vote. Make yours count by voting.  

Vote online by September 15 at 11:59 PM PST and join us on December 6 to celebrate all of this year’s 
award winners. You’ll learn who they are by the end of September.

         Yours in collective community action,
         Tammy Wilhoite and Holly Cook
         Co-chairs, Grants Steering Committee 2020
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2020 VOTING INSTRUCTIONS

IMPORTANT DETAILS: 
       • �You can review the information about the finalists online at:  

http://ninetyninegirlfriends.com/members-only-voters-guide
       • �All votes must be cast online. 
       • �Voting opens September 9, 7:00 pm PST, and closes September 15, 11:59 pm PST.
       • �Regardless of where you are physically, you can still vote! It just takes a few minutes. We will 

remind you to vote as the deadline nears. We pride ourselves on having one of the highest voting 
rates for a giving circle in the country! 

VOTING IS AS EASY AS 1, 2, 3:
   1. Go to: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AwardBallot2020
   2. Proceed through the online ballot:

Voting Information (page 1): Enter your full name and email address. 
       • �Please enter the email address that is affiliated with your ninety-nine girlfriends account.
       • �Your personal information will only be seen by our Ballot Masters, who are sworn to secrecy.  

They ensure that everyone’s vote is only counted once and that only members vote. 

Impact Awards (page 2): Rank the organizations in order of your preference to receive 
        the 10 Impact Awards. 
The top 10 voted organizations (a guaranteed minimum one per focus area) will each receive a $50,000  
Impact Award. The remaining five organizations will receive a $5,000 Finalist Award.
       • �The 15 finalists are listed by focus area, in alphabetical order within their focus area. 
       • �Rank your top 10 (regardless of focus area). #1 is your first choice winner and #10 is your last  

choice winner.
       • �For the remaining five organizations (11-15), you can choose to rank them or check N/A for each box. 
       • �You can use each ranking number only once. Drag the name box to rearrange the rank order and 

the numbers will automatically update.

   3. Click “Submit My Ballot”.
        You’ll see a confirmation note that reads “Your ballot has been submitted. Thank you for voting!”  
        That’s it—no need to click anything further in SurveyMonkey. 

Special thank you to the Voter’s Guide and Voting System Teams: 

       • �Member Tammy Wilhoite for editing our Voter’s Guide.

       • �Members Jean Malarkey and Sue Galatz for authoring the descriptions in our Voter’s Guide.

       • �Member Jude Lieberman, who set up and is managing our Survey Monkey voting system. 

       • �Members and Ballot Masters Jude Lieberman and Tong Zhang who will be certifying our election. 

       • �Members Jean Malarkey and Nancy Johnson for our Voter’s Guide layout.

For questions about voting contact Tammy Wilhoite at tammywilhoite@comcast.net
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ppLuuHA17WtxprfBr6FgWqTmZXFusu9O/view?usp=sharing
http://www.iprc.org/
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bXN3ZPSmjDOpDcFO4D1V-4AbwMnkzyvW/view?usp=sharing
http://www.passinart.org/
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LvqZe--xaG58YUrlNpjifLKOPWNwAu1b/view?usp=sharing
http://www.writearound.org/
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/15bn_0i6pL_JCFndY1zQ131LSi56Fn6kW/view?usp=sharing
https://www.adelantemujeres.org/
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tOPqDQepso5UWcKy-rtxo4C0RZXEHD8X/view?usp=sharing
http://www.bufor.org/
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qbeFn7EBn5vZZKoVtFIG1MohfDxpzHPE/view?usp=sharing
http://www.streetroots.org/
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Dt0qChZmvK6_alEIkedKigeAScnP6A1s/view?usp=sharing
http://www.climatesolutions.org/
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f0sjP3pDhlJjw3CRkZXF5WuhlSpNPmvU/view?usp=sharing
http://www.communityenergyproject.org/
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KD_-IENE9hobWXXmtSyM4acL0uZI4Cln/view?usp=sharing
http://soulriverinc.org/
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EzjMQHo0n94SpqAK5sElaU3dkY_tADff/view?usp=sharing
http://www.bienestar-or.org/
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g2AEZvjo6DsmN3QkHBM9Y4YKMqaKS561/view?usp=sharing
https://www.thebpi.org/
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nucizEpR5da97_Tuiyks9YjRjHaIuMkD/view?usp=sharing
https://raphaelhouse.com/
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NQXTKSok0wca2fxp1-ayaHpOegXaqIZm/view?usp=sharing
http://ahscpdx.org/
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sTxxFooXC51275f5vDfcGQh4QPsPm6EL/view?usp=sharing
http://freeclinics.org/
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/14ptigEfjytU9x3X2-ywB9dHeoWHZ0EeN/view?usp=sharing
https://nxneclinic.org/


Thank you to all the members 
who helped make the 2020 grants process so rewarding!

OUTREACH TEAM
Team Leads—Debbie Elliott & Kirsten Brady

INTAKE TEAM
Team Lead—Gretchen Hall
Team Members—Amy Richter, Barb Slaughter, Becky Griesse, Diana Hoff, Diana Velene,  
Erin Zollenkopf, Holly Cook, Lyn Bonyhadi, Ruth Whitham, Sigourney Gundy, Tammy Wilhoite

GRANT REVIEW TEAMS 
Team Coordinators—April Hasson & Sara Daley

Arts & Culture: Becky Jackson, Susan Rinker, Amie Wexler, Holly Vaughn-Edmonds, Kaitlyn Winn,  
Kathleen Rafish, Laura Guimond, Maja Viklands Harris, Suzanne Muller, Wendy Wray

Education & Lifelong Learning:  Carolyn Sadle, Emma Hoyle, Kristy Edwards, Linda Golaszewski,  
Mary Wells Pope, Sarah Howard, Sepi Kazemi, Tina Romine, Valerie Ilsley

Environment & Sustainability:  Ara Vallaster, Barbara Long, Cynthia Lozeau, Diana Hoff, Diane McCartney,  
Karla Arria-Devoe, Melissa Gaddis, Susan Anderson

Family & Human Services:  Ahna Ward, Barb Slaughter, Atiya Mansoor, Duck Holland, Grayson R Dempsey,  
Heidi Moore, Heidi Yewman, Leah Altman, Lyn Bonyhadi, Robyn Tenenbaum

Health & Wellness:  Katherine Fox, Ramona Cahn, Ann Blair, Anne Bothwell, Cheryl Ford, Heidi Sobol, 
Katherine Sharp, Megan Leftwich, Nancy Cheverton

FINANCIAL REVIEW TEAM
Team Lead—Erin Zollenkopf
Team Members—Abby Farber, Amy Spurr, Daphna Kadim, Deborah Edward, Heidi Sobol, Lan Fendors,  
Linda Craig, Marcia Bagnall, Rebecca Goldcrump, Sarah Howard, Sharon Wynde

VOTER’S GUIDE & VOTING SYSTEMS TEAM
Editor—Tammy Wilhoite; Jean Malarkey and Sue Galatz writers 
Ballot Masters —Jude Lieberman and Tong Zhang 

IMPACT TEAM & IMPACT LIAISONS
Team Leads— Deborah Edward & Molly Gray 
Impact Liaisons—Andra Georges, Ara Vallaster, Averil Paskow, Debbie Elliott, Diana Velene, Holly Smithwick,  
Holly Vaughn-Edmonds, Kathleen Perkins, Kerstin Anderson, Leah Reznick, Lyn Terry, Michelle Duran, 
Stacy Hankin, Susan Feldman, Susie Troccolo, Tiffany Rosenfeld

GRANTS STEERING COMMITTEE
Co-Chairs—Holly Cook & Tammy Wilhoite
Members—April Hasson, Debbie Elliott, Deborah Edward, Erin Zollenkopf, Gretchen Hall, Kirsten Brady,  
Molly Gray, Pip Denhart, Sara Daley 

MEET THE FINALISTS DISAPPEARING TASK FORCE
Debbie Elliott, Holly Cook, Jean Malarkey, Kathy Masarie, Kristy Edwards, Lan Fendors, Lisa Palermo, Pamela 
Neferkara, Sue Galatz, Tammy Wilhoite, Tong Zhang, Tra’Renee Chambers, and Vicky Trabosh
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BECOME AN IMPACT AWARD GRANTEE LIAISON

If your inspiration runs deep, consider becoming 
a liaison for our 2020-2021 partners. Each  
Impact Award grantee will be partnered with two 
girlfriends who will help them connect with our 
membership, support their grants journey, and 
collect stories on the impact of our investment. 

If you are interested in learning more, join us 
for the Liaisons Information Session: 

Sunday, September 27, 3:30-5 PM on Zoom.  
Register at https://bit.ly/2DCO45i.
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