
education Study team 2017
Well evaluated targeted interventions can close over 70% of the gap between more and less advantaged  
children in the proportion who end up middle class by middle age. —Brookings Institution 

What is education?
Education is the formal process to support acquisition of knowledge, skills, values, beliefs, and habits. 
Education opens a whole world of opportunities for the poor. Education empowers people to succeed.

Starting Strong: early childhood Learning 
The achievement gap for low-income children starts early in life and is difficult to reverse. Investments 
in quality early care and early learning are essential to reducing this gap, and can produce economic 
benefits roughly ten times greater than program costs.

     the challenges in early childhood learning: 

       •  School readiness: Children living in poverty have heard 30 million fewer words than their peers in 
more affluent households. Increasing the general knowledge and vocabulary of a child before age 
6 is the single highest correlate with later success. In Multnomah County, where lower-income 
families often lack access to quality preschool resources, as many as half of children enter  
kindergarten poorly prepared to succeed. 

       •  Young parents and low income families: Many low-SES (socio-economic-status) children face 
emotional and social instability. Adverse factors such as early motherhood, depression, and  
inadequate health care tend to be more prevalent, all of which place children at greater risk.

       •  Literacy: Students who are not reading at grade level by the end of third grade are four times 
more likely not to graduate from high school. In Oregon, 23% of third graders and 37% of low  
income students miss this milestone. 

     Philanthropic opportunities to support early childhood learning:

      •  Fund training and education for child care providers; programs that educate parents and  
caregivers; wrap-around school-based programs that ensure young children get their health  
and nutritional needs met; volunteer readers/literacy helpers in schools; support for early  
learning activities at home. 

      •  Collaborations in our region have targeted funding for early childhood learning. For example,  
All Hands Raised serves six school districts with community partners and funders focused on 
measurable change.   

equity in education
Educational equity is a measure of allowing every student fair access to education, not based on race, 
gender, disability, economic or immigrant status. 

     the challenges in addressing inequities: 

       •  Oregon has one of the widest racial achievement gaps in the nation. 47 % of white students  
pass math tests on average, compared to just 19% of black students, and 24% of Latino children.  



       •  In our metro area, fewer than half of American Indian/ Alaska Native students and only  
two-thirds of Latino, African-American and English-language learners graduate on time.

       •  Graduation rates in Oregon link more to race than SES.

     Philanthropic opportunities in addressing inequities: 

       •  Collaborative efforts in our region bring together practitioners and leaders from education, 
health, business, government and nonprofit organizations to create systemic change. Oregon 
Community Foundation and many corporate and private foundations.

       •  Collaborative and targeted programs emphasize culturally-specific programming, supporting  
parents as teachers and advocates, leadership development, college preparation/readiness, and  
extra resources for students at-risk. Social Venture Partners invests volunteer time, expertise  
and funds to organizations that directly benefit children of color, emphasizing early childhood.  
Promising practices include KairosPDX; I Have a Dream Oregon, specific charter schools, Latino 
Network’s Escalera, Black Parent Initiative; Native American Youth & Family Center are taking  
the lead in this.

Staying on track: middle and High School youth:
Youth who succeed in school grow up to earn higher wages, contribute to a stronger economy, support 
healthier and more resilient families and make informed decisions essential to a democratic society.

     the challenges of staying on track:

       •  Gaps in high school graduation, ninth grade attendance and academic success. 
Oregon ranks 43rd nationally in high school graduation rates. More than 25% of Multnomah County 
students don’t graduate within 4 years. Ninth grade achievement and attendance benchmarks 
indicate students who stay on track to graduate and those who do not. How do schools improve?

       •  Uneven access to practices to help students stay in school. 
Interventions in middle school are key to positioning students for success in high school. Quality 
out-of-school and summer programs offer academic support, positive role models and parent 
engagement while improving resilience, problem-solving and creativity. Opportunities for career, 
technical and arts education are important. Culturally matched adult mentors can drive success  
through sustained and supportive relationships. How do students and families find these resources?

     Philanthropic opportunities for middle and high school youth:

       •  Innovative, evidence-based nonprofits mentor and educate youth at the edges. Others deliver  
culturally-appropriate out-of-school programs and build family engagement. Relative to early  
childhood interventions, these efforts are under-funded. Community and individual needs outpace  
resources. Organizations need to add staff and train staff to match the wide range of student  
cultural and developmental gaps. Private investments in capacity-building of successful  
nonprofits andendeavors can help many more youth stay on track to graduate. 

           SES is not destiny. —Anne Fernald, Stanford University.


